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NEIT AUDIO TOT,B OF iIISTORiC DOTNTOI'N

DELIVERS "ri{SfDE SCOOP" C:\ ;I-:TII{ I .t\ Ilv !kts \

AUSTIN, TX (May 17, 1939): Like the old

saying goes,.."If rhe wal1s of these buildings

coul-d talkr whaL stories they rlight Lell."

Nor+ Auslin has those sLories. The inside

scoopr the reportsr t.he rumors. The talk of

the Lown in historic dow'ntown Auslin. It's
"it'a1k of the Tov"'n." A ccnvenient audio

casseLte tour thaL l-ets Austinites and LourisLs

di-scorrer not only an eyeful of historic
landmarks, but an earful of interesting stories
all on a rvalking tour.

The cassette tour, conceived and produced 'y

an Aclion Team of the 1988-1989 class of

Leadership Austin/ was funded by grants from

the City of Austin Historic Conrnission and

the Heritage Society of Austin, Inc.

The "Walk of the Tov,'n" cassetLes are available

at Lhe Austin Convention and Visilors Center

on East Sixth SLreet everyday, and at the

St.ate Capitol Gift Shop on weekends. Purchase

price is $5 and rental is $2. Personal casseLLe

players are also ava-ilabl-e fcr rental at both

locations with a $30 deposit, refunded upon

return. For more information, call 478-0098'
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WALK OF TilE TO!\'I{ KICKS OFF

NATIONAL T'O.I,B.iSM !{EEK FOR AUSTIN

CONVENTION AND VISIrcRS BLIREAU AND

NATIONAL HISTORIC PRESERVATION WEEK

FOR HISrcRIC COMI\,IISSION

"Wa1k'of the Townr" an ne'ul audio tour
of historic ooiortov.'n Austinr will
officially kick off National Tourism

l'"eek--whrch the AusLin Convention and

Visito:'s Bureau is promoting with
their themer "Be a Tourist in Your

Grn Tor,rn. "

Ribbon cutting r+i1l be held at 3:30 P.m.,
Sunday May 14 outside of the Austin
Yisitors Center at 412 East. Sixth Street.
Present will be representatives from

the City of Austin Historic Commissionr

the Austin Convention and Visitors
Bureaur the Heritage Society of Austinr

and Leadership Austin.

May 14-20 is also National- Historic
Preservation Week.
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Stories of
old Austin
take a walk

Cassette-tape tour
welcomes visitors

By Dale M. Hudson
American-Statesman Staff

The tales of a gunslinger who
turned good. and the stabbing of a
city councilman by a man who
went on to become mayor, are part
of an hourlong audio cassette pro-
duced by the Austin Charnber of
Commerce for people to listen to as
they tour the downtown area.

The cassette tape and waiking
tour featuring historical aspects of
Austin was produced by the cham-
ber's Leadership Austin program.
It will be available next week at the
Austin Convention and Visitors
Bureau and the State Capitol Gift
Shop. It can be rented for g2 or
purchased for $5.

Lynn Skinner, a member of the
group that produced the tape, said
it rvas done in preparation for Na-
tional Tourism Week and National
Historic Preserv'ation Week. She
said members of the 1988-89 class
were assigned the project as part of
their voiunteer duties for the
group.

iittthli ltneuan tlfiYavw
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Audio tour route
A walking tour of downtown Austin, guided by casselte tape, takes
the listener past more than 70 historic buildings and sites.
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Side A of the tape stafts
the tour at the Austin
Convention and Visitors
Bureau, takes the
listener down 6th Street,
past the Driskill and
Stephen F" Austin
hotels, and ends at the
State Archives Building.
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Staff oraphics by Linda Swanson-Scott

"We thought rvouldn't it be neat
ti-r do the interesting gossip and
stories atrout historical buildings,"
Skinner said, adding that the cele-
bration will encourage people to
"be a tourist in your own town."

$iqtory of the Quast building is
embellished by the tale of guns-

T"p"

linger Ben Thompson, who was
known "far and near" for his fast
draw. Thompson went on to be-
come a marshall of Auetin. The Jc'-
seph Nalle building is dramatized
on the tape as narrators teil ttrat
Nalle stabbed a fellow cor.lnciknan

See Tape, 86

From Bl

before going on to become mayor.
One side ofthe tape begins at the

, Austin Convention and Visitors
Bureau on East 6th Street. The
other side of the tape starts at the
State Capitol.I Other features of the tape in-

. clude the Stephen F. Auetin Hotel,
Driskill Hotel, St. Charles House,

' Millett Opera House, Governor's
Mansion, OId Steam Locomotive
and the Old Depot Hotel.

. Each side of the tape runs for 30
minutes. The entire tour covers

. 3L/z-4 miles of landmarks.
Leadership Austin is a class of 50' professional and managerial people

chosen by the Austin Chamber of
Commerce each year. Members of
each class examine problems facing

- the city and are groomed for lea-

dership roles in the community.
Skinner's team addressed histori-
cal and artistic concerns, she said.

Shinner, with BJW Marketing,
said the project took about three
months to complete. Six members
of the team researched the project
from local sources, she said.

The group - William Churchill,
Toby Pearson, Beth Reese, John
Williams, Keith Zimmerman and
Pam Reznick - funded the project
using a $7,500 grant from the City
of Austin Historic Commission
and a $2,500 grant from the Heri-
tage Society of Augtin.

"It had to be something that
would go back into the economy
and something for tourists to do
while they are here," she said.

Side B starts at the
Capitol, moves west lo
Bremond Block Historic
District, goes by the
Scarbrough Building,
down Congress Ave. and
heads east to the Old
Steam Locomotive, and
back to 6th Street.
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Histor:l of the Quast nuiid:eq is

emDeiltshed by the l6ie r-rl gt'ti'

.,eople on the go," says

-stern Bell Yellow Pages
^,csman Don Fisher.

The Lubbock edition was published
in November 1988, the Kansas City edi-
tion in December 1988, and the\7ichi-
ta book inJuly 1989.

Test marketing results are positive
enough that the company will publish
1990 directories for both Lubbock and
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to convert them to a single
resort hotel for business
" says Ethan Cartwright,

director for HSA

10,000 seats to the Astrodome,
was demanded by the Houston
Funded by Harris Counry
the Dome, the expansion
inforcement of the structural steel-and-
concrete footing of the eastern portion
of the stadium.

Construcion also includes the addi-
tion of 39 new luxury suites and rwo
DiamondVision color video-display
screens. The expansion brings total As-
trodome searing capaciw to 55,000 for
baseball, 65,obo ior iootull, ana
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A s pan of a business-leadership-

f.\ development class, a group of
I leustin businesspeople has pro-
duced an audio walking tour of down-
tovmAustin. The tour, available for sale
or rent on audio cassettes, was written
and produced by a team from Leader-
ship Austin, a chamber of commerce-
sponsored class.

The touq called \falk of the Tor*n,
eschews dry historical faccs for tales of
intrigue, passion, and mysterv.

The tape actually includes two tours,
one beginning on East Sixth Street, the
other at the Texas Capitol. The tape
sells for $5, or is available for rent at the
Austin Convention and Visitors Bureau
for $2 (tape players also are available).
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